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Stow Independent
By Nancy Arsenault
Home Saved in Fire on Sandy Brook Drive

“It was a great save. It would have been gone if the neighbors hadn’t been
home,” said Stow Public Safety Dispatcher Sherry Morton of the house fire at 36
Sandy Brook Drive late yesterday morning. 

The home of Dan and Amy Keough suffered extensive damage to a family
room addition in which there was a wood stove. A neighbor next door saw
smoke billowing from under the roof and called 911, and then called
Pompositticut School where Amy is a kindergarten teacher.

Continued on page 10

Seen & Heard Around Stow

By Nancy Arsenault
Does your home have real historical significance? What about that old barn

down the road or even that field around the corner?  Who lived in your neigh-
bor’s house in the 1800’s and what role did that family play in the town’s histo-
ry?  The Stow Historical Commission is about to embark upon a two year proj-
ect that they hope will reveal the full story behind the town’s most significant
historic treasures. 

“As a community, they tell us Stow’s stories – of homes and families, farms,
businesses, and community institutions – stories with which we honor the past
and carry into the future, ” said project co-coordinator Susan McLaughlin.
McLaughlin and her project partner, Ralph Fuller, feel strongly that the town
needs to know the story behind each historic property in Stow in order to better
address municipal planning decisions and long range preservation efforts.

McLaughlin and Fuller estimate that there are close to 300 resources in Stow
in need of documentation. In 1982, an earlier inventory report looked at 180 

Continued on page 7

Ice Escapades ‒ Members of the Baldwin family take a spin on the pond at Militia Circle. This winter’s very cold temperatures, dry air
and lack of precipitation have made for smooth ice and ideal skating conditions on Lake Boon, Delaney Pond and outdoor rinks all
around town.  (Joe Baldwin)

Mailed to Every Stow Address Every Week!

Taking Stock of  History

Wood’s Pursuit isn’t Trivial

Prior Injury Drives Stow Woman’s Cause

By Ellen Oliver
Question: Name three companies formed during downturns in the economy.
Answer: Proctor & Gamble, FedEx, and Egghead Team Trivia. 

When Mike Wood lost his marketing job at the Boston Pops, he looked at it as
an opportunity to pursue a passion – trivia. “When I was laid off last summer I
did some consulting, but I thought maybe now is the time to do the trivia busi-
ness,” said Wood, owner, researcher, and DJ for Egghead Team Trivia. “There
were no jobs, so I created my own. I’ve never been happier.” 

Wood grew up in Stow and graduated from Nashoba in 2001, but while living
in Boston, he met friends at a bar near Boston College to play in a regular trivia
game. Moving back home while he sought his next job, Wood thought he could
tap into the trivia market in the Central Mass area.

Initially, he worked for an existing trivia entertainment company, but it was-
n’t long before Wood struck out on his own. “I brainstorm constantly about how

Continued on page 11

By Ann Needle
The Nashoba Regional School District bowed to tough times at Thursday

night’s School Committee meeting, proposing that the district keep next year’s
spending essentially even with 2009/10. The tentative 2010/11 budget totals
$44.2 million, compared with $44.1 million for this school year. Meanwhile,
more changes can be expected in next year’s school calendar.

The proposed budget is a sharp departure from years of spending increases.
Last year, the district presented a “level services” budget, which kept services
intact, but factored in cost of living increases and inflation. (The proposed 

Continued on page 12

By Ann Needle
Often, forgetting an event means it

wasn’t something to remember anyway
— but Stow’s Kelly Buttiglieri is walking
proof this isn’t always the case. Struck
by a drugged driver 18 years ago,
Buttiglieri can’t recall anything about
the moment that altered the course of
her life. Today, she devotes much of her
time to trying to save others from hav-
ing to go through the  same  experience.

“I don’t remember that day, I don’t
remember two, three weeks later,” said
Buttiglieri of the car accident that left
her with permanent head injuries. 

Continued on page 5

XC Ski Sprints to Season End  
By Ellen Oliver

Nashoba’s approach to cross country
skiing is formal. Jackets, ties, and nice
dresses were Nashoba’s ski attire at
the Weston Ski Center’s Sprint Race on
Wednesday, February 3. Although the
racers don costumes, the sprint is still
competitive. But at this point in the
season, placement or stride technique
weren’t top priorities. “They were
more concerned about what they were
wearing,” said Coach Margaretha
Burr Nyberg. “We didn’t know how
we were going to ski in dresses,” said
Abby Hurd, Stow sophomore. 

This is the first time these Nashoba
students have dressed up for the
Sprint race. “My first year of coaching,

Continued on page 9

Kelly Buttiglieri                       (Ann Needle)
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The details of what happened the night of her head-on collision were recited to
her many times over. A third-year law student at Suffolk University at the time,
she was driving home to Acton from her job at a law firm in Winchester. As she
traveled a winding, twisting road through the town, she came around a bend,
and was hit head-on by a car whose driver  had blacked out at the wheel. It was
later revealed that the other driver was a known prescription drug addict whose
habit led to her blacking out. Buttiglieri recalled that the woman received only
a suspended sentence due to a technicality. Buttiglieri’s injuries, however, were
something that stay with her to this day. 

Rushed to Massachusetts General Hospital, Buttglieri said she thankfully did-
n’t have any major injuries to her body — but her brain was another matter. She
was in a coma for four days, and spent the next week and a half at MGH, though
she doesn’t remember the stay.

After being transferred to Spaulding Rehabilitation Center, Buttiglieri recalled,
“The significance of the injury, I had no real clue of. I thought things would go
back to normal pretty quickly.” Fellow law students visited, and Buttiglieri
would tell them she would return the following semester. Looking back,
Buttiglieri now understands why her declarations prompted such sorry looks
from her classmates.

During the next six weeks at Spaulding, Buttiglieri worked on learning to
recall names and memories, along with simple details that had been a routine
part of life as a law student. Her most significant memory of Spaulding was
working to name the objects in different pictures flashed to her by the speech
therapist, and how she could never remember the “frog.” 

“The head doctor said I should not go back to school, and that’s when it hit
me,”  recalled Buttiglieri.  “I was determined to become a lawyer, I wasn’t giv-
ing it up that fast.”

Buttigieri did finish her last few months of law school — although it took her
two years. And, that was with the help of a speech therapist she worked with for
three years at Emerson Hospital. Though Buttiglieri practiced law for a few
years, “The issues you have to deal with, thinking on your feet, it was hard to
overcome a lot of that,” she said.

Meanwhile, the accident left Buttiglieri with fairly severe epilepsy. Six years
after the accident, knowing she wanted to be able to raise children someday,
Buttiglieri took the chance on cutting-edge brain surgery at Boston’s Brigham
and Women’s Hospital. Buttiglieri found it worth the risk, leaving her epilepsy
much more manageable.
Mom Takes the Reigns

Buttiglieri and her husband, Rich, now have two school-age children. As she
began raising her family, she decided it was time to try to help others. She con-
tacted the Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts, an organization started by
mothers whose children had suffered debilitating brain injuries. Fortunately for
Buttiglieri, BIA-MA was launching its Ambassador Program, and they put her
in charge. Buttiglieri spent the next three years lining up volunteers to speak to
groups about the treatment and prevention of brain injuries.

Buttiglieri praises the support from her family, especially her husband, Rich.
“It’s tough, because when you think about it, I was going through the gamut of
everything emotional when it all happened,” she said. As for her children,
Buttiglieri laughs, “I am the freak mother on the street, the one who goes crazy
when someone takes their helmet off when they’re biking. But he gets it,”
Buttiglieri said of her fifth grade son. “My kids saw pictures of my head after
the operation.”

After taking a few years off from the Ambassador Program, Buttiglieri con-
tacted BIA-MA again last summer, picking up where she left off,  bringing her
story to groups in the area. Last month, Buttiglieri spoke to the Stow Lions’ Club
about her experience. 

Currently, Buttiglieri works with about 10 speakers, including a police officer
who suffered an on-the-job injury, a former corporate executive, a mother whose
son sustained a brain injury. She said she selects speakers based on who she
feels the audience can identify with in their own lives. 

The payoff in speaking out has been worth it, according to Buttiglieri. “It’s

amazing how in a split second how everything changes, through no fault of
your own,” she reflected. “But people now are definitely more aware of what
can happen with a head injury.”

For more information on the services offered by the non-profit Brain Injury
Association of Massachusetts, go to www.biama.org, or call 800/242-0030.

Sounds of Stow Festival Chorus and Orchestra Present
Three Modern Pieces with Full Orchestration
Contributed by Rick Lent

On Sunday, February 28 at 3:00 you will have the opportunity to hear an
unusual and beautiful program featuring one of the largest orchestras the
Sounds of Stow has ever brought together.  Under the direction of Artistic
Director, Barbara Jones, a full orchestra of 48 musicians, ranging from piccolo to
tuba and including harp and large percussion section, will present a rarely
heard violin concerto, and accompany the chorus in two moving works by
French composers.  Violinist Lawrence Franko will perform Benjamin Britten’s
extraordinary Violin Concerto, written to commemorate the fallen of the
Spanish Civil War, and completed on the cusp of World War II.  A rich tour de
force for orchestra and soloists, it is based on Spanish themes. While some see it
as a Lenten piece, expressing the passion of those who have suffered for others,
motifs are clearly drawn from Andalusian Arab and Jewish musical traditions
as well.  This remarkable piece is recognized as a masterpiece of orchestral writ-
ing and has an incredibly moving and unusual ending.      

The remaining two works, for chorus and orchestra, are by beloved and influ-
ential French composers.  Gabriel Fauré's setting of a meditative poem,
"Cantique de Jean Racine" is a familiar favorite with choruses and church choirs
throughout the world.  Usually heard with organ or piano accompaniment, this
performance will feature Fauré's own orchestration for strings, winds and harp. 

Maurice Duruflé (1902 – 1986) modeled his Requiem, composed in 1947, on
that of the well-known requiem by Fauré.  Both share a sense of calm and beau-
ty, and use the full range of color available to a large orchestra.  Duruflé creates
a sense of timelessness through his use of Gregorian chant, so that the piece feels
both ancient and modern at the same time.  As in all French music, orchestral
coloration is particularly important. 

General admission tickets are available at the door for $20.00, Seniors &
Students $15.00, as well as at Dunia Ecostore in Maynard and the Grasshopper
Shop of Concord.  Introduce your children and grandchildren to classical music
by bringing them to the OPEN REHEARSAL on Saturday, February 27th at 1:30
p.m.  A donation of $5.00 is suggested. Hale School is fully handicapped acces-
sible.  For more information visit   w w w . s o u n d s o f s t o w . c o m  or call
978 562-0302.  Sounds of Stow is supported in part by the Massachusetts
Cultural Council as administered by the local cultural councils of Stow, Acton-
Boxborough, Bolton and Hudson. 

Stow Woman’s Cause... continued from page 1

Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project Pesticide
Exclusion Information

The Pesticide Exclusion program was implemented by the Department of
Food and Agriculture to allow landowners to exclude their property from pub-
lic area-wide applications of pesticides (see 333 CMR 13.03 – Exclusions for
Application) 

The full text of this regulation may be found at
http://www.mass.gov/agr/legal/regs/pesticides_33313_std_application.pdf  

The Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project has additional informa-
tion on their website http://www.cmmcp.org/   

The telephone number for the Central Mass. Mosquito Control office is 508-
393-3055. 

Applications for pesticide exclusion can be filed with the Office of the Town
Clerk or directly with the Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project until
April 1, 2010.   
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